
 

ORDERING FOOD AT A RESTAURANT 

1. You are going to watch a video clip showing a scene from the film Five Easy Pieces, an 

American drama made in 1970. In this scene, Bobby, played by Jack Nicholson, is 

ordering food at an American diner (a small cheap restaurant that is open all day). Track 

the path followed.  

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TvXVP5lSF1s 

 

 

 

2. Watch the clip again and answer the following questions: 

1) Why does the waitress get cross? 

a) She doesn’t like Bobby’s suggestions. 

b) She doesn’t like breaking the rules. 

2) Why does Bobby get cross? 

a) He doesn’t like the waitress’s attitude. 

b) He doesn’t like the food on the menu. 

3) What does Bobby finally order? 

a)  A plain omelette, with wheat toast and a cup of coffee. 

b) A chicken salad sandwich and a cup of coffee. 
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3. Read the video tapescript and underline all the phrases that have to do with ordering 

and taking down orders. Then write them down on this table: 
 

Taking orders Ordering food Describing a dish 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 

Tapescript 

BOBBY: I’d like a plain omelette. No potatoes. Tomatoes instead. A cup of coffee and wheat toast. 

WAITRESS: No substitutions. 

BOBBY: What do you mean? You don’t have any tomatoes? 

WAITRESS: Only what’s on the menu. You can have a Number 2, a plain omelette. It comes with cottage 

fries and rolls. 

BOBBY: I know what it comes with, but it’s not what I want. 

WAITRESS: I’ll come back when you’ve made up your mind. 

BOBBY: Wait a minute. I’ve made up my mind. I’d like a plain omelette. No potatoes on the plate. A cup of 

coffee and a side order of wheat toast. 

WAITRESS: I’m sorry. We don’t have any side orders of toast. I can give you an English muffin or a coffee 

roll. 

BOBBY: What do you mean? You don’t have side orders of toast? You make sandwiches, don’t you? 

WAITRESS: Would you like to talk to the manager? 

PALM: Hey, mack! 

BOBBY: You’ve got bread, and a toaster of some kind? 

WAITRESS: I don’t make the rules. 

BOBBY: Okay, I’ll make it as easy for you as I can. I’d like an omelette, plain; and a chicken salad sandwich 

on wheat toast. No mayonnaise, no butter, no lettuce, and a cup of coffee. 

WAITRESS: A Number 2, and a chicken sal, san … hold the butter, the lettuce, the mayo … and a cup of 

coffee. Anything else? 

BOBBY: Yeah. Now all you have to do is hold the chicken, bring me the toast, give me a check for the 

chicken salad sandwich, and you haven’t broken any rules. 

WAITRESS: You want me to hold the chicken, huh? 

BOBBY: I want you to hold it between your knees. 

WAITRESS: See that sign, sir?! 

WAITRESS: You’ll all have to leave. I’m not taking any more of your smartness and your sarcasm! 

BOBBY: You see this sign? 



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


